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c/o John LaBarge ● 1 National Life Dr. ● Montpelier, VT 05633 ● 802-828-3508
Vermont Scenery Preservation Council

Planning Work Session

May 26, 2009

VTRANS Conference Room, Montpelier

Members Present: Jill Michaels, Chair, Tordis Isselhardt, Lew Sorenson and Diane Gayer (by email).

The following topics were discussed:

1.
Replacement members: Jill will explore SPC membership with a business person who might be interested in the long vacant public position. A new Vermont Senate representative possibility was explored. Lew will contact Senator Shumlin about an appointment if a Senator is interested.

2. “Who We Are”: Discussion of developing a mission statement. Diane notes our web site statement:

“The Vermont Scenery Preservation Council shall preserve and enhance Vermont’s scenic resources though planning, education and collaboration with public and private organizations.”

The State statute (Title 20, Chapter 19. Section 425) states:

The Scenery Preservation Council shall:

a.
Upon request, advise and consult with municipal planning commissions or legislative bodies and regional planning commissions in the designation of municipal scenic roads;

b.
Recommend for designation state scenic roads, after consultation with regional planning commissions, pursuant to the provisions of chapter 25 of Title 19;

c.
Encourage and assist in fostering public awareness, understanding and participation in the objectives and functions of scenery preservation and in stimulating public participation and interest;

d.
Report biennially to the governor and the general assembly upon the effectiveness of this chapter and make continuing recommendations regarding scenic corridors, scenic areas and scenic sites. The reports shall indicate the status of all state and town designated scenic roads;

e.
Prepare and recommend to the transportation board prior to January 1, 1978 aesthetic criteria to carry out the purposes of this chapter.

The transportation board shall, in consultation with the scenery preservation council, and considering the criteria recommended in subdivision (b)(5) of this section, prepare, adopt and promulgate standards, and criteria for variances there from, pursuant to chapter 25 of Title 19, to carry out the purposes of this chapter. The standards shall include, but shall not be limited to, descriptions of techniques for construction, including roadside grading and planting and preservation of intimate roadside environments as well as scenic outlooks. The standards shall further prescribe minimum width, alignment and surface treatment with particular reference to the legislative findings of this act The standards shall include methods of traffic control, such as signs, speed limits, signals and warnings, which shall not, within appropriate safety considerations, jeopardize the scenic or historic value of such roads. These standards shall be revised as necessary taking into consideration increased weight, load and size of vehicles making use of scenic roads, such as, but not limited, to forest product vehicles, agribusiness vehicles and school buses. No provision of the scenic road law may deny necessary improvement to or maintenance of scenic roads over which such vehicles must travel.

The Governor’s web site on the SPC states: “This council is designed to preserve and to enhance Vermont’s scenic values. The commission shall advise legislative bodies, recommend for designation state scenic roads, encourage and assist in fostering public awareness and report biennially to the governor and the general assembly and make continuing recommendations regarding scenic corridors, scenic areas and scenic sites, the reports shall indicate the status of all state and town designated scenic roads.”

3.
Partnerships: The SPC should identify joint projects of interest and explore partnerships with State Historic Preservation, VHCB, RPCs, Vermont Land Trust, Preservation Trust of Vermont, the downtown program, HCTF, Socially Responsible Business and other organizations. Where other organizations have a primary mission and capability the SPC should offer support and assistance; where there is a void in an important scenery project, the SPC should ask for support and assistance from partners.

4.
Funding: The SPC should schedule a funding assistance brainstorming session with representatives of the partners listed above and individuals who know the SPC and have insight into a broader SPC role.

     5.   
Byway Program Manual: The SPC will prepare an amendment to the Manual to provide

            that when Byways request re-certification an addendum to their Corridor Management

            Plan should accompany the request explaining any changes to intrinsic values and

            progress made on the Byway’s implementation.

6. SPC Meetings: The SPC will meet quarterly on a regular schedule of the 1st  Monday in

        March, June, September (2nd Monday) and December. The agendas will include both

        byway items with reports from John and other more general scenery preservation topics.

        Meeting locations will rotate around the state to various Byway locations and Byway

        groups will be invited to discuss their byway progress. Additional SPC meetings will be

        scheduled as needed for byway public hearings and grant application reviews.
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